World Geography

Ecosystems throughout the World, p. 101

Read the section Ecosystems throughout the world and complete the following questions.  Students may work in groups of two or three to complete this sheet.  Ensure you keep this sheet in your notes as you will need to refer to this for study purposes.

1.  Define the term climax vegetation.

	

	


2.  What would be the climax vegetation for Conception Bay South?

	

	


3.  Look at figure 6.8, p. 102

(a) What is the most widespread ecosystem in the higher latitudes?

	


(b) What is the name of the forest ecosystem in the low latitudes?

	


(c) What is the predominant ecosystem in South America?

	


(d) What continents do not have a tundra ecosystem?

	


(e) What is the name of the ecosystem in CBS?

	


4.  Explain the relationship between climate in an area and the type of ecosystem that exists.

	

	

	

	

	

	


5.  Compare the outline of ecosystems in figure 6.10 with those in figure 6.8.  Is the pattern of ecosystems along the latitudinal gradient in figure 6.10 the same as the pattern of ecosystems from low to high latitudes as shown in figure 6.8?  If there are any differences, explain what might be the cause of this.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


6.  Using figure 6.9 on p. 103, name the ecosystem that has the following rainfall and temperature conditions:

(a) Average temperature 5 degrees Celsius, average precipitation 96.5 cm: ______________________

(b) Average temperature 26.7 degrees Celsius, average precipitation 200.5 cm: ___________________

(c) Average temperature 16.7 degrees Celsius, average precipitation 24.9 cm: ____________________

(d) Average temperature 25.6 degrees Celsius, average precipitation 135.6 cm: ___________________

(e) Average temperature –16.2 degrees Celsius, average precipitation 13.7 cm: ___________________

(f) Average temperature –1.7 degrees Celsius, average precipitation 47.1 cm: ____________________

(g) Average temperature 29.4 degrees Celsius, average precipitation 23.1 cm: ____________________

7.  Name the ecosystem described in each row of the table in figure 6.12 on p. 106

(a) ___________________________________

(b) ___________________________________

(c) ___________________________________

(d) ___________________________________

(e) ___________________________________

(f) ___________________________________

(g) ___________________________________

