St. Lawrence Mine 
NAME: _______________________ 
Where is St. Lawrence? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Until the early 1930s, the people of the area survived mainly through a combination of __________________________ and __________________________________ 
• Tsunami of 1929 devastated the area (text) 
– ______ people killed 
– Many lost their ___________________________________________ 
• What would they do next? 

What is fluorspar? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
• Men in the area were very eager to get started 
• Many in the area have attested to the back-breaking work and other sacrifices, including ______________________, endured to get the mines running. 
• The first mines were little more than large _____________ and the workers were constantly exposed to the _______________________. There was little or no powered equipment and no facilities for the workers 
• By late 1930s, it moved underground and became ______________________________________________________________________________ 

• The years during _______________ were very prosperous 
• St. Lawrence population increased 
– People wanted to work in the mines 
• Also wanted to work in expanded service industry 

• St. Lawrence enjoyed economic growth until the ________________ 

Competition from_____________________ and ______________________ 
– Led to lower prices 

• Population dropped significantly after the closing of the mine in ______________ 
– People moved to ______________________________________ 
• Other operations opened: ______________________ and ________________________ 
• Economy never completely recovered 

• Mining is very _______________ work 
– Especially _________________________________ 
• _________________________________________________________________ 
– ________________ was a major concern 
– _____________________ were made even before the mine moved underground 
– Nothing was done until ____________________________________ 
– Dust was a bigger issue when the mining moved ________________________ 

How are mining drills different today than it was when the St. Lawrence mine was first in operation? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
• ___________________ created a lot of dust 
– Miners had no protection 
– This dust builds up in the ___________ over time 

– As the process goes on, ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

• Many were treated for ______________________, but dies shortly after 
• New technologies in the 1960s led to a decrease in new cases of _______________ 

• Far more serious issues were about to come to light 
– Research showed an abnormally high number of cases of ______________ among miners 
• Not related to dust 
– Research by experts showed very high levels of ______________, released by __________________________ 
– Radon is ____________________________________________ 
– Efforts were made to properly _________________________ the mines 
• It was far too late for many miners 

• Approx. __________________________ miners died 
– Many died long after they stopped living in the mines 
• Mine is now closed 
• _________________________ is regularly tested 

Bell Island Mine 
1. What was mined in the Bell Isaland? ___________________________ 
2. How big is Bell Island? ____________________________________________________________ 
3. What is “the tickle”? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Why was farming so important in Bell Island? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
5. What other industries were present on or near Bell Island in the 1800s? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
6. What happened in 1892? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
7. What was the mine site called? __________________________________________________ 
8. When did the mine officially open (when did mining activities begin? ____________________
9. What happened to the iron ore once it was mined? 

______________________________________________________________ 
10. Between what years was the mine opened? ________________________________________
11. Describe the layout of the iron ore deposits at the mining site. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. In 1951, how deep was the mine? __________________________________________________ 
13. What is a mine ceiling? How big was the mine ceiling in Bell Island? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. How did the following events affect the mine? 
a. WW1 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Great Depression 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
15. What years did the mines shut down? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
16. How much iron ore was mined? _________________________ 
17. Where was it shipped? ___________________________________________________________ 
18. What went wrong with the Bell Island Iron Ore Mines? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Life of Miners in Bell Island 
19. What hours did miners work (up to 1943)? ___________________________________________ 
20. Describe the lighting in the mines. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
21. How much work was required of the miners in each shift? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
22. How was the ore transferred to the surface (up to 1950s)?_______________________________ 

23. Describe the miners’ footwear. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

24. Describe THREE accidents that occurred in the mines. 
a. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
b. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
c. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

25. Describe the age range of the miners. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

26. How much were miners paid in? 
a. 1916_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
b. 1928_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
27. Have women ever worked in the mines? _____________________________________________ 
28. Name one reason why women didn’t work in the mines. 
29. Describe the miners’ living conditions. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

30. Answer the following question: 

Would you have enjoyed working in the mining industry? Why or why not? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
JOURNAL ENTRY 
NAME: __________________________ 
You have been introduced to THREE major industries that were a major part of Newfoundland and Labrador’s history: Fishery, Foestry, and Mining. 
A. Which of these industries do you think is the most dangerous? Explain why. 
B. Which of these industries would you have chosen? Explain your choice, and explain why you would not choose the other two. 
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